
The Halifax Project is an attempt by photographer Kent Martin to document the life of this seaport 
at this time in history. Photography has the unique magic of capturing a moment in time - a 

moment which may resonate with people across time. The project will include the streetscapes of 
the city, its business and industry, social gatherings, artistic and spiritual life. It is inspired by the 

legendary American photographer, photojournalist and humanist, W. Eugene Smith, who 
attempted to do something similar for the city of Pittsburgh in the 1950’s which  resulted in 

thousands of photographs documenting a place and people in time.
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The Halifax Folklore Centre is in what was once 

a Victorian home at the corner of Brunswick 
and Doyle Streets. The building which is more 
than a century old has been under continuous 

ownership by Thomas and Marla Dorward since 
1971. It is a unique music shop where stringed 
musical instruments are bought, sold, traded, 
consigned, built, repaired and appraised. The 
old hardwood floors are worn down at least a 

quarter of an inch in some places from the 
footsteps of thousands of visitors.


To musicians it is a sanctuary of legend and 
inspiration. For Joel Plaskett it was the place, 

“…where my parents bought me my first 
acoustic guitar. I took lessons there as a 

teenager when they offered them upstairs. 
Since then I’ve purchased a half dozen totally 

unique acoustic instruments from the shop”. Jill 
Barber remembers her joy when she, “found 
my perfect guitar at The Folklore Centre- a 

beautiful vintage Washburn parlour guitar, circa 
1910. One hundred years old and in great 

condition thanks to Tom’s expert refurbishing. 
He even skillfully converted it into a lefty for me. 

It always accompanies me on the road and 
gains admirers everywhere I go.”


You don’t have to be a musician to visit the 
Folklore Centre and appreciate seeing the craft 
and beauty of all the amazing instruments that 

contribute so much to enrich our lives.





To say the Folklore Centre is chock a block full would be an understatement. Everywhere you look there is 
a feast of detail. The array of instruments include electric and acoustic guitars, fiddles, banjos, violins, 

dulcimers, mandolins, tin whistles, ukuleles, harmonicas and bodhrán Irish drums. There are also some 
unusual instruments hanging on the walls which you probably have never seen let alone ever heard before.


For a musician walking into the shop must be like opening up a wizard’s treasure chest - absolutely 
dreamlike and awe inspiring, not to mention stoking the fires of desire.
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Luthier Thomas Dorward built his first 
instrument, a classical guitar, when he was 
still in high school, and had already made 

three guitars when he enrolled in university. 
During three years of his undergraduate 

degree in psychology, he worked at Herb 
David’s Guitar Studio, alongside Dan 
Erlewine repairing and constructing 

musical instruments.


 In 1969 Tom enrolled in graduate Studies 
at Dalhousie University in Halifax, and 
found time to build several types of 

stringed instruments, including guitars, 
Appalachian dulcimers, and banjos while 

studying psychology.


In 1974 the Museum of Civilization 
commissioned Tom to make four stringed 
instruments for their permanent collection 

of works by Canadian craftsmen. The 
resulting two dulcimers and two banjos are 

on display at the museum in Ottawa.










All photographs are subject to copyright and any use without permission is not 
authorized. 


More about The Halifax Project and the photography and filmmaking work of 

Kent Martin can be found at:


 www.unceasingplay.ca


For enquiries about Prints of these photographs or factual errors 

please contact Kent at: 


kentmartin@eastlink.ca
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